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ates and regards as a sort of Popedom of Islam, has
become practically extinct and obsolete, and if it exists
at all, it only exists as a religious fiction or myth, as far
as the Mohammedans of countries other than those
under the Sultan of Turkey are concerned. Even in
Turkey, a Khalif who is now easily made or unmade
by Turkish soldiery cannot be said to be "hedged
with divinity" or to possess much religious influence.
The French policy towards the Porte was an old his-
torical one. France was the first of the nation-states of
Europe (as distinguished from the earlier city-states) to
have important dealings with the Ottoman sultans.
From the early part of the sixteenth century when Fran-
cis I made a coalition with the Porte against Charles I of
Spain, the French occupied a very privileged position in
that Empire * Not only was France the first of the coun-
tries of Western Europe to become a nation-state in Tur-
key, but she also became recognized as the general pro-
tector of Christianity in Turkey, and on most occasions
was conceded the exclusive right, among Christian pow-
ers, of representing other Christian countries. France's
recent interest in Turkey has been centered in Syria.
While the policy of France in the Near East was neither
as certain nor as consistent as that of Eussia or of Great
Britain, it has, in the main, favored the upholding of
Turkish authority.
The attention of Austria began to be directed towards
southeastern Europe after the Prussian defeat of Aus-
tria in. 1866, and the exclusion of the latter from the Ger-
man Confederation. The crafty Bismarck sought to help
turn Austrian attention away from German interests in
the Near East field by securing the insertion in the
Treaty of Berlin of the provision placing Bosnia and
Herzegovina under Austrian occupation. Austria and
Eussia had already exchanged views on this point, how-

